enzymes, we have succeeded in isolation of a variety of new compounds which specifically inhibit the target enzymes.1~3) Among such compounds was included benadrostin, an inhibitor of poly(ADPribose) synthetase. 4'5) In this paper, we report the discovery of another inhibitor of this enzyme, 2-methyl-4[3//]quinazolinone from the culture broth of Bacillus cereus BMH225-mFl. Although the compound has already known structure,6'7) it seems to be worth while to report the first isolation from a microbial source and its characterization because of its potential usefulness.
Poly(ADP-ribose) synthetase used was partially purified from calf thymus according to the method of Shizuta et al. 8 (Fig. 1) . The Ki and Km values are 1.1x10~6m and 3.1x10~4m, respectively.
Mice tolerated an ip injection of 250mg/kg of the inhibitor to indicate its low acute toxicity.
